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The Upper Mississippi River is One System
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Why Navigation Still Matters
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* MILLIONS OF TONS OF CARGO * RELIABLE TRANSPORTATION ¢ WATER TRANSPORTATION * NAVIGATION INFRASTRUCTURE
MOVE ON THE RIVER ANNUALLY SUPPORTS AGRICULTURE, REDUCES HIGHWAY CONGESTION BENEFITS THE ENTIRE REGIONAL
MANUFACTURING, AND ENERGY AND INFRASTRUCTURE WEAR ECONOMY



Why Tonnage
Matters

e Federal
projects
compete for
limited
funding

e Commercial
tonnage helps
demonstrate
return on
iInvestment

e Economic
benefits are a
key part of
project
justification

® Declining
use can
weaken future
funding
opportunities




Beyond Navigation
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HEALTHY RIVER * RECREATIONAL * FISHING AND * TOURISM AND * HABITAT e COMMUNITY
INFRASTRUCTURE BOATING OUTDOOR LOCAL RESTORATION DEVELOPMENT
SUPPORTS: RECREATION BUSINESSES




Why Stakeholder Voices Matter

Decisions are made by those who show up. Stakeholders include:

e

¢ Industry

¢ Ports

e Farmers e Recreational
users
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e Community
leaders

e Conservation
groups

e | ocal
governments



A Shared Responsibility

"The future of the Upper Mississippi River depends on all of us."

* Protect navigation

e Support ecosystem restoration

e |nvest in infrastructure

e Promote recreation and tourism

* Engage with elected officials and agencies
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